
sltuols ANVIA 'tcvtd lN0

UE

zu0$u30Nw AT13}l

*rh
PulrqH

,ernseeld perooo-1pg !o
rllr?e ol epo ue pue'fu
sttlrwtdg Wtyl\I 'aA{E F

roqtE"tqrraeqre
.se rIrrEqrnmPr

ol sn erlrtql sPuoqFE
peredel r 'pyroa lero.rcu:
qwailag pful afi Tarl

'ees eql 01 Eopsu@ |

relnSurs3o epr Sugpu-ry

$a rtt2frulr7l
'Psrrodsuua:

Ppl eq1 (yl rrErxlr
s$rxa rgrF PPos:

Surgsruotse s uosrepuy {ne

nilaayyatgaqalor.qw3
.uosrepuy dley ur errrooar

elrolrerl3 Jo sue{ 'sPPoa rrq

Pue uiqr .,\A,orI sn sPuEar T!
'a^Isrerurul 'Je,\ol ai[ r I



'sltlldsoqJo srooU punor8 arlt selrtro^o
pnru 8ur>llns 'u?aloJo selrBlrrat oprsur el>llnq puE >Farl slqBII

lrgE{ 'slallrqs ssr[r) ']elBA\ tJAu EurqsnJ olur a]rlSelursrp sSur

-pllnq Jlrgo pJrr-rn1-ra^O 'sopualsaJl snror{f, Surtunrq :ag
'sp_roJ 

Pert-tsr^\l rllr.\\ s>lloll
Iurrlp prlt sorptr rE) pel1tlslrrrrn 'salpurr {rpqtrrq p.rrop:-lalsrd
puc sJreqf, u,\\uT 'sdrqs:aurrlrroJ uJ>lunsJo spJtuul JqI 'SeAE-\\

-o-rfrru ua>loJq 'sEnillrru 'siq8rl sturlsrlq'l -Io s:i8rre1 :aloqse

)rtq prpnq a-ru Srrolag lou op ]rqt d11aq -raq ruo-r1 sEurq,l
'rlst,\\alrr{^\ dureol aql ur ,(:,u.r

lrrs rpqdse -{r.,vra,r.i;p 1o sqL'ts put 's,roop luo:r3 'saxoc1pr.,41 's1ood

:lrpl^\ 1:r1q Srrr8rns olur sluatuor -rrarlt e8-ro8srp se8pl-rg 'suroor

8ur,rr1 ssorfrl slunqs JrnlruJnJ ,llllr\r. sapt Surpa: lrartrJo lno IIe_+

stq8rl 'sesnoq q8no;ql srtrls :Ir 'ilr_+punl srlt{u r.\8,\\ e-{t ueril[t
'lsa^\q],roN lgrfrd ar{l ur sasl_r,ulxlrrn()T plnbl v

l!ily D lou st srt11 'rya,Ia1g
't)il101 LtolJr)tl)iltD iil\uol 'fiu\d.tlqs utrotclclt, ]au o([ ',(1aru4tatuutt sratr

luJSDot jla )l?tDttrlr! 'ou{oa fo ls;t,tt s.t,t];)Lilol!4 11gy lplarutxo,Lddu arq

-Ltnlio) Lltut,,g ib $r)il )tll $o ptJtltlll ltdlq saq t4unbtptua 0'5 )ltuiu
-iilw p, 'littp y lot t st s tqt 'suorry1s ily- :,rus llrt\ sJAEA\ orprr arl l

'aBut:rte; pue rresool sarrlc{ lruolra} er{l
'rool+rJs eqt rltceueg 's8op 3ur1"rrg frue sp;rq8uos_;o s[[E]

IIIJtls Jrl] 01 se^rq lreql rroprreqe seaqiauoH 'surelunoru

dn Suraep salo-(o: spuas ttql ;(qEIInl E rllr,\\ surnaeq rq



KELLY ANDTRSON

Floating bodies. Human heings with broken bones, eyes

stinging from salt, inhaling seawater into their lungs while
trapped underwater, beneath overturtred cars and downed tree

branches. People on their hands and knees.

The nationwide news rvilI report: A catastrophic earthquake

struck the Cascadia Subduction Zone at 10:5a a.m. today, triggering

tsunami tudL,es along the outer coast. This is the big orte we'rte long

-t'bared.
The ocean u,ill call it a song.

Flours pass before she drains z\vay, takrng rvhat she wants,

leavitrg behind her low tide.

Coastal towns go silent. Gaping shells of buildings remain,

puddles of water on their roofs. A shoreline scattered with dead

-iellyfish, plastic piping. Bird feathers and the bones of whales.

The lowest tiile

is exposed. Tide

mussels, afletnot

weather exposun

1fluctuations and
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I<ELLY AN DFRSON

Lumps of it, with rainv,zater, will gradually rinse out the down-
spouts, making new piles. Some of it is stuck inside the heirces

of Annie's ears, glued to her scalp. wedged under trer nails. They

cannot find a nail clipper anywhere, and Annie thinks about

biting lrer nails but then the sand would even be inside her.

Nr: matter hor,v hard she tries to get it all out, she finds more

still, in the sink drain, embedded in the seanls of the mattress,

rn the piastic utensil divider in the kitchen drav,.er, in the thumb

of Ruth's oven iritt.
Her grief is like this.

Sprinkles of it in u,hat she manages to eat, grittv against her

teeth even whin the food tastes fine. She's already s\vept the

lloor. btrr it"s sil11. again.

Arrnie rvonders if she'll ever escape itl if the places sand and

grief should not be rvill ever be free of them again.

The horizon remains.emptv and haunting. Only the sv/oop

of seabirds. the smell of decaving searveed, and all the debris

at the rvlack line" The sronnd is disorienting and overl.v flat.

[1ow long has stre been out here? It nlust be hours. The w-ind

burns her eves, her stomach gror,vls, and her shoulders ache.

She's after enother clam, her arm dor.vn a hole, when she's dis-

tracted by movement in her periphelal vision. 'Ihe clam gets

arvav and burrows further into the muck.

She sits down next to an upside-down picnic table and hugs

her knees-not long enough to start drvelling on everything
or stait crying again. Just for a nrinule. The backs of her pants

are soaked through and sticking to her: skin and the spoon and

soap are bulky in her pocket, For an instant, the clouds part.

The sand glimmers.
A tltuturnp-thwump rises beneath her.

Each beat lasts a lew languid seconds^ Each thwump sinks

her dor.r.n, as if herbones go slack against each other, as if her

rnuscles give themseh,es up to her scooped-out insides.

A shape forms in the distance and mor.es along the stretches

TH

of sand. Annie stands u
ing. But no one's been
the tsunami, and there's

Annie removes her r

looks around for a spee

else to explain the thwr
Nothing.
She leaves the shovr

walks toward the perso

it's her mom or dad. Th
But it's not them. It'

stark naked, she can tell
Annie calls out: "FIe

He doesn't respond.

She moves closer, unt
more than twenty years (

six feet tall, with soaked

"-W'here did you con
His unfreckled skin r

lucent. He doesn't look i

and scrapes or broken lir
be wearing.clothes if he'

wave.

"Are you okay?" she

F{e doesn't say an}-th

silence, his iack of urge
stare at his pale flesh. E
not fully there, looking
with streaks of silver.

His eyes roll backrr-a
into a fetal position.

Annie crouches and r

skin is too hot- The thu
through her palms. She :
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i<ELLY AN DERSON

for a pulse. It's there: a too-slow beat at her fingertips. A wa.",e

breaks up into his face and everr that doesn't wake him. She

turns him by his knees onto his back. She'll have to drag him,
even if the plastic shards and cracked shells and clab iegs and

bottle caps v"'ill scrape his jelly-skin.
No choice.

She wraps her hlnds tight rrround his forearms. He's heavier

than he 1ooks, and his skin is spongy and slimy and gives tocr

much. Sire pulls hard and rxanages to movL- him a ferv feet, looks

or.er her shoulder to gauge horv far they are fi-om the dry sand,

rhen puljs again, clears debris from under him, pulis. Grorvls.

Drass hirn, as her thoughts get rnore and rnore clunkv. This
hi pnotrc beat in her body.

The sound climbs up and surrounds them; Arrnie and this

bov. naioc'rned on the edge of nor,vhere.

Tutenty yenrs before

r. Aiden NIacL

The Pacri.-
u,here he staru.

noon and a light rvin.l i'-
.r patcht ork of sequ in.

"You're overthinkrir:
poised. Shc's eiehr nror.:-
rvearing one of his o1j :
qlistening salmon relrs ,-,

of her'.
''You can't predicr :-..

before, and even ro hL. ,_

about operating loonr.?
"I want to be saiiin:
He imagines it a1i S:-

born: a breech delir cr.,

rhage. Hc's trlrrsporr:-: :

hallrn'a)rs that smelleil tr.:,
catch up r,vith somethr::.

"I m nor going back :--
.hortcr than him. On ,.:
the back of his neck H.
skirr. "W'e've talkcd abo-:,

"l nc'ed vou to bc . . .

"\Ve'll be fine." -\1.-,
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10 I<FLIY A.N DERSON

and nuzzles:rgainst the stubble of his jaw. Tlien she sits back

down, delicateh. slipping the edge of her knife undc'r thc scrles

to release pink shirnr-nenng flesh and rhe smell of salt.

Aiden's mother. Ruth, did not think thcy'd be fine. Frftv
kilcrneters cast is his hometo'wn. IJale's Landitrg, rvith its pine-
nc'c-dled roails ancl cedars dripping iir enriless rain. He recalls

the exlct tone cf Ri-rth's voice as it echoes in tire cathedrai o{'

his forehead.

When her tied off^the stern at Hale's u,trarf last'Iuesda,v, Ruth
gave him a quick Deck on the cheek aucl lectured hirn brieflv
about his boat's peelin.e bottom paint. Then shc u.hisked her-
self oll-to ciinic iir her pressed nursing sclubs. She's probabl,u"

u,.eighrng a baby right nou. nrrder those bright fluorescent irghts,

her rr.rbber-soled shoes squeaking over the scrubbed linoleunr.
Even though Aiden doesrr't rvolk there, his rnedic--al degree

hangs in her r,vaiting roorl above the aquariuni of tropical fish,

the air btibbles surglng up and bursting under the edge of the

rhick. black frarne.

Aiden never loved rnedicine. As a kid" he drove his rusq,lish-
ing dinghv iong before he could drive a car. F{e rn-oke irt the earh,

morning, threrai olf the lines, and motored dor,vn the channel, a

fisliing rod in hand. 
-Q0hat 

he lor.es rnost is [he sea, this ruggecl

Pacrfic Northurest coast: the rhvthmic lap of waves, er:phoria of
endless sky, srvirling partcrns oitid,es. It disentangles him. He
doesn't need to L-re anvthing he's noi.

He mei Ailara at the hospital fonr years aqo. She r'vas strange;

everyone noticed it. A bit ferai. Har"dly talked. But to Aiden sire

r,vas heart-stoppir-rg-skin so pale it r,vas ghost-iike, and stone-

gray eyes. A iine rvas dr:rrvn. 'fhe bef,rre and after meetinp5

N1ara. It lvasn't long be&.rre the'1, bc-rught this boat and painted
the rrame Antphitrite in gold cnrsive on the transom.

She'd ah,vays rtanted to live on a sailboat. u,hich u,as just
one of the many unusual things about liei:. Shc liked to sr,vinr

in the nriddle of the nig;ht. In the ebony wrter. she rn'rapped her

THE

legs around him, fused t
mouth. She always stayed

the cyclic phases of the n
ral notebook on the char

Ruth did not approve

while replenishing the B
back hallway. "Living o
Aiden. Think of everfrl
forced an overstocked dr:

As the son of a single r

Aiden still leans toward d

Mara finishes gutting
for the grill. She goes br
wash her hands. Even so

ering two inches offthe r

does she get this ease? Wl
with her, the more it rub

Back up on deck, Iigh
warm palms on his face a

"Trust me," she savs-

And he does. His shot
her longer than the years

feels like he's always knov
sunset. The night unfold
not stop watching.

A MONTH LATER, Mara
tion. Aiden keeps warch, r

panionway. Thankfirllv- t
flat. His face is a facade ol

FIe uses his portable t
tap-tap-tap of the fetal hean

She tries to shoo him asa
crossing his forehead-
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